
Shrug Springs Eternal 
by Nikki Adams 
email me at mwedzi@yahoo.com if you have any questions 
 

 
 

Pattern 
 
Notes: Use the numbers in the pattern as a guide, but take advantage of the fact that you can try 
this on at any time to see that it fits you just how you want.  Measurements given for sizes are for 
the bust size of wearer.  Though the top is meant to be worn open, the finished sized of the 
garments in fact has ½”-1” positive ease across the front (e.g. first size is for bust size 34” the 
size of the model, and garment size across front is approx. 17 ½” after blocking), so buttonholes 
could be added and the top can be worn closed if desired. 
 
Materials: 
RYC Cashsoft 4-ply. Color "Kiwi".  
For 34" (37", 40", 43") bust. 4 (5, 5, 6) balls.    
4 stitch markers. 
 
Gauge = 10 clusters (20 sts) =4" 19 rows = 4" on size F (3.75 mm) hook, before blocking 
 
 



Special Stitches: 
Cluster (cl)  = (sc, dc) in next sc 
Increase cl (inc cl) = (sc, dc) in next dc 
Decrease cl (dec cl) = sc in next sc, dc in next sc. this counts as one cluster. 
tbl = in the back loop 
 

Neck Ribbing  
Ch 7. 
 
Row 1:  Sc in second ch from hook and ea ch to end (6sc). Turn. 
 
Row 2: Ch 1. Sc in back loops of each sc. Turn (6sc). 
 
Repeat Row 2 until work measures approximately 15 ½" (16 ¼", 17", 17 ¾")  (about 78 (81, 85, 
88) rows). Turn so that you are working along the ends of the rows. 
 

Body 
Row 1: Ch1. work 1 sc in each end of row, adding a single additional st at the end if necessary 
(to obtain an odd number of sc). 79 (81, 85, 89) sc. Turn. 
 
Start cluster pattern: 
Row 2: Ch1 (counts as 1st sc), dc in 1st st, *sk 1 st, cl in next sc* to last 2 sts.  
sk 1 st, sc in last st. 38 (40, 42, 44) cluster + 1sc. Turn. 
 
Row 3: Ch 1. Hdc in back loops of first 4 sts. Cl in ea of next 3 (4, 4, 5)  sc, cl in next sc marking 
this cluster as an axis cluster, cl in next 8 (8, 9, 10) sc,  
cl in next sc marking this cl as axis cl, cl in next 9 (9, 10, 12) sc, cl in next sc marking this cl as  
axis cl, cl in next 8 (8, 9, 10) sc, cl in next sc marking this cl as axis cl, cl in next 3 (4, 4, 5) sc, 
hdc in back loops of last 4 sts. Turn. 
 
Your completed row should be divisible, from the beg to the end of row, as follows: 

4 hdc tbl 
3 (4, 4, 6) cl (front) 

1 axis cl 
8 (8, 9, 9) cl (sleeve) 

1 axis cl 
9 (9,10, 12)  cl (back) 

1 axis cl 
8 (8, 9, 9) cl (sleeve) 

1axis cl 
3 (4, 4, 6) cl (front) 

4 hdc tbl 
  
 
Row 4: Ch 2, sk 1st hdc, hdc tbl in next 3 sts. Cl in each sc across, working a ch2 before and  
after each cl marked as an axis cl.  When you cl in the axis sc, always move the marker up  



and mark this cl as the next axis cl.  Repeat until you reach last 4 sts (incl tch), hdc tbl in last 4 
sts. Turn. 
 
Row 5: Ch 2, sk 1st hdc, hdc tbl in next 3 sts. Cl in each sc and ch2 sp across, always moving  
marker up to keep track of the axis cluster. Repeat until last 4 sts (incl tch), hdc tbl in last  
4 sts. Turn. 
 
Note: Following two sections to be worked AT THE SAME TIME. 
Repeat rows 4 and 5 until desired length, approximately a total of 15 (16, 17, 17)  repeats of rows 
4 and 5,  giving 39 (41, 44, 46) clusters *between* the axis stitches on the back, and 37 (40, 43, 
43)  between the axis stitches in the sleeves.  This is approximately 16 ¼" (17" ,17 ¾", 18 ½") 
across the back and 15 ¼" (16", 17", 17")  for the sleeve. 
 
AT THE SAME TIME, do inc cl at front edges (immediately after the first set of 4 hdc and 
immediately before the last set of 4hdc) on the following rows, according to your size: 
Size 1 and 2: Rows 7, 11, 15 
Size 3 and 4: Rows 7, 11, 13, 17 
 
You can try the project on at any time, by pinning the axis stitches to each other.   
 
When the desired length across the back has been reached, work the following row: 
 
Sleeve joining Row: 
Ch2, sk 1 hdc, hdc tbl in next 3 sts, cl in each sc up to and incl axis, fold the work  
skipping all stitches from this point until the next axis, sk the axis cl, and cl in next sc.  
Cl in each sc across back up to but not incl the next axis, fold the work skipping all stitches from 
this point until the next axis, then cl in this last axis cl and each sc across to last 4 sts. 4hdc tbl.  
Turn. The sleeves have been joined. 
 
Note: Now is another good time to try on the work.  
 
At this point, you are no longer increasing, just working back and forth.   
 
Straight row:  Ch 2, sk 1 hdc, hdc tbl in next 3 sts, cl in each sc across to last 4 sts, hdc tbl  
in last 4 sts. Turn. 
 
Repeat this row until until the shrug is approx 1 ½” shorter than the total desired length or 3 ¼” 
(3 ¾”, 4 ¼”, 4 ¾”) after sleeve join. 
 

Bottom ribbing  
At beg of next row, ch 7. 
 
Row 1: Sc in second ch from hook and in ea ch across. Sk 1st on main body of work, then sl st 
into next st, thus joining ribbing to main body. Turn. 
 
Row 2: Ch 1, sk sl st, sc tbl in the 6 sc. Turn. 



 
Row 3: Ch 1, sc tbl in the 6 sc. sk 2 sts on main body and sl st in next st. Turn. 
 
Row 4: Ch 1, sk sl st, sc tbl in the sc. Turn. 
 
Row 5: Ch 1, sc tbl in the sc. sk 1 st on the main body and sl st in next st. Turn. 
 
Repeat rows 2-5 until the ribbing has been joined in the last st on the body ending with row 3 or 
5. Break yarn. 
 

Sleeves 
Rejoin yarn w/sl st in sc at underarm just before join.  
 
Round 1: Ch 1, cl in same st and mark this as start of round. Working in the join, work a cluster 
in loops of stitch just below join.  Work cl in each sc around. Join in the round by working cl in 
first sc made.   
 
Rounds 2-4: Cl in each sc around. 
 
Round 5:  Work 15 (16, 16, 16) cl, then do 5 (5, 6, 6) dec cl over next 10 (10, 12, 12) clusters, 
then work cl in each sc around. (40, 42, 45, 45 = 35, 37, 39, 39) 
 
Round 6: Work 10 (11, 11, 12)  cl  *dec cl over next 2 cl, cl in next sc* 5 (5, 6, 5) times. Work cl 
in each sc around. Join with sl st to 1st sc. 
 
Sleeve Ribbing:   
Ch 7. 
 
Row 1: Sc in second ch from hook and ea ch across. Sk 1 st on main body of work, then sl st into 
next st, thus joining ribbing to main body. Turn. 
 
Row 2: Ch 1, sk sl st, sc tbl in the 6 sc. Turn. 
 
Row 3: Ch 1, sc tbl in the 6 sc. Sk 2 sts on main body and sl st in next st. Turn. 
 
Repeat rows 2-3 until the ribbing has been joined in the last st on the body ending with Row 3.  
 
Ch 1. Holding two side ends of ribbing together, insert hook in first st on each side of ribbing 
and join them with sl st. Repeat for rem 5 sets of stitches, thus joining the ends of the ribbing 
together.  Break yarn. 
 
Finishing: Weave in ends. Block to measurements.  Weave coordinating ribbon on sleeves 
through every other space created by skipping stitches when joining the ribbing to the sleeve.  
Pull ribbon through space on either side just below neck ribbing.  Tie ribbons in bows. Strike a 
pose; it’s spring. 
 



Schematic: 
 
 
 
 
 Sleeve Depth after blocking 
 7 ¾” (8 ¼”, 8 ¾”, 8 ¾”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 measurement across back after blocking 
 17” (18 ½”, 20”, 21 ½”) 
 

 


